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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANISATION 
 
MARITIME SECURITY MEASURES FOR NON-SOLAS VESSELS 
 
A one-day seminar was held at IMO London on 10th May 05. Organisers were 
the Japan International Transport Institute supported by the Nippon 
Foundation.  
 
1  The International Ship and Port Facility Code (ISPS Code) entered into 
force in July 2004 as a chapter of SOLAS.  The code states measures to be 
adopted in ports and by ships of 500 GT and greater (100 GT and greater has 
been adopted in the USA), including allowance for security staff to board 
ships arriving in port, trained security personnel as part of the crew, etc. 
 
2  The ISPS code is serving a useful purpose (one success was a 50% drop 
in number of stowaways). However small and non-SOLAS craft outside the 
ISPS code:: 

• suffered from robbery and piracy attacks 
• were used as vehicles to commit robbery and piracy 
• were susceptible to hijack 
• were used as terrorist vehicles including bomb delivery (eg the attack 

in Yem on USS Cole) 
• were used in smuggling. 

 
3  There was consensus to evaluate experiences from different parts of the 
world and develop draft guidelines for administrations.  A recurring theme was 
the extension of vessel tracking (such as AIS class B, LRIT, and a special 
GSM-based tracking system in Singapore called HARTS ((Harbour Craft 
Transponder System))), data to be shared between administrations.  
Presumably the authorities would check out small craft in their area not within 
the tracking system, although the sheer numbers of small craft were daunting: 
eg USA estimated 10 million, UK half a million.  
 
3.1  ISAF will continue to monitor this process with the intention to avoid 
onerous or impractical requirements on small craft. 
   
4  Brief mention was made of the piracy dangers in the Straits of Malacca, 
through which half of the world’s oil supplies were said to pass.  Delegates 
from the region reiterated that policing the straits had to continue to be the 
responsibility of the littoral states. 
 
5  Seminar chairman Frank Wall would draft a seminar report which is likely to 
form the basis for a submission to the Maritime Safety Committee of IMO. 
 
Alan Green   16 May 05 
 


